
A Centennial History of the Ecological Society of America

Celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2015, the Ecological Society of America (ESA) is the
largest professional society devoted to the science of ecology. A Centennial History of the
Ecological Society of America tells the story of ESA’s humble beginnings, growing from
approximately 100 founding members and a modest publication of a few pages to a
membership that exceeds 10,000 with half a dozen important journals, in print and online. It is
the story of a successful scientific society that set an example for the world. Beginning with
the societys inception, the book describes the difficulties faced early on and ways in which it
expanded. It tracks the society’s progress from the early years when female ecologists were
few and inconspicuous to today when they are equally conspicuous as men, and there are as
many or more female graduate students in ecology as male. ESA now has members from all
around the world, and its journals contain contributions from around the world.  Like all
sciences, ecology began with simple questions that led to fairly simple answers. But, as
ecological sciences progressed, complexity emerged in both questions and answers and the
ESA has documented that process along the way. This book describes important initiatives
such as the International Biological Program, the Long Term Ecological Research Network,
and establishing new journals, as well as recent programs including the National Ecological
Observation Network. With numerous illustrations, photographs, charts, and diagrams, the
book lets you explore the early beginnings of ESA as if in conversation with its founders and
appreciate the early work and achievements in the field.
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