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Volume 26 of The Annals begins with essays that address the challenge of maintaining human
connections in a biological century; Philip Katz focuses on the human encounter between
therapist and patient whereas Vivian Rakoff emphasizes the continuing identity of the healer
throughout history.  Papers on adolescent development, which challenge readers to look
beyond preconceived ideas, include Robert Galatzer-Levys examination of adolescence as a
social construction expressed in contradictory cultural narratives and Jack Dreschers
exploration of the developmental narratives of gay men in order to illuminate the seeming
invisibility of gay adolescents. A section dedicated to Trauma, Violence, and Suicide explores
interventions with special groups of high-risk adolescents, including violent offendors, suicide
attempters, and adolescent refugees.  A special section on attention deficit/hyperactivity
disorder and conduct disorders includes a debate on whether or not conduct disorder is actually
a valid diagnosis.  The final section of Volume 26 addresses social issues of continuing
relevance to adolescent psychiatry: the juvenile death penalty and gays in the military. 
Reprinted here are the ASAPs position statements on these two issues along with its amici
curiae brief in support of the petitioner in the landmark Supreme Court case of Thompson v.
Oklahoma. Volume 26 of The Annals tracks the continuing evolution of adolescent psychiatry
as it strives to keep pace with therapeutic and social responsibilities which, in the 21st century,
have become increasingly intertwined.  We have here a typically thoughtful compendium that,
in drawing attention to the pressing issues before those who work with adolescents, highlights
bith the fields achievements to date and the work that lies before it. 
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