
Road to Nowhere: Wildlife Conservation in India-1 (Volume 1)

This book is about a question that bothers no one in India: Why preserve wild animals despite
the danger they pose to human life and property? While the whole world is conserving wildlife
as a natural resource to support national economies, India preserves dangerous animals just for
the heck of it. While the world feeds millions and makes billions from wildlife, an
impoverished India says we want none of it. As a result, both, the animals and people, are just
struggling to survive. HS Pabla, of the Indian Forest Service, spent 35 years trying to preserve
India’s wildlife, wondering: why? When he found an answer, that wildlife can be the backbone
of the rural economy, rather than just being a menace, he found himself pitted against his own
Government and peers. Here he bares his heart about how the Indian conservation paradigm is,
surprisingly, neither rooted in its cultural and religious traditions, nor has any vision for the
future. India will be poorer if she is able to save wild animals which have no use either for the
tourist or for the hunter, he argues. Millions of acres of wilderness have been saved worldwide
because the public wants to see or hunt wild animals on those lands. Wildlife tourism works
both for people and for animals. This book, the first in a trilogy, shows how and where.
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